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Elements of Music 

Ø Duration:	  Describes how long a sound lasts over 
time:  

(longer,            shorter) 

Ø Dynamics:	  Volume of music or sound:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(softer, medium soft, medium loud, louder) 

Ø Pitch:	  Highness or lowness of a sound:	  
(higher,             lower) 

^ 

^

^ 
Ø Timbre/Tone Color:	  Describes the quality or color of a 

sound: 
(e.g., flighty, light, bright, bold, dark, powerful, brassy, harsh, 

tinny, gravelly, thin, muffled, sharp, fuzzy) 


